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A_GUN-BOAT POLICY? 





RE the Powers prepared to use force 

in an attempt to compel observance by 
China of their old special treaty rights? 
This question, the most critical in the en- 
tire relationship between China and the 
Powers, has been definitely raised and 
partially answered in disturbing fashion 
during the past week. The strong protest 
followed by an ultimatum from the United 
States and other nations, places them on 
the threshold of using an out-and-out gun- 
boat policy. Only complete capitulation 
by the Chinese military factions can 
prevent for the Powers either the use of 
force or a diplomatic defeat and humilia- 
tion of major magnitude. 


The chief developments appear to have 
been as follows: With the resumption of 
civil war in North China, the Kuominchun 
(Feng Yu-hsiang) armies occupied the 
forts at Taku, the port of Tientsin, and 
closed the port by mines, to prevent the 
landing of enemy troops paying allegiance 
to Chang Tso-lin. This action openly vio- 
lated the 1901 Protocol between China and 
the Powers which calls for the mainten- 
ance of free access to Peking from the sea. 


The Protocol Powers seized upon the 
issue thus raised, and addressed an _ ex- 
tremely strong note to the Chinese For- 
eign Office 

to protest most urgently against this state of 

affairs and demand that the Government of 

China bring about the immediate cessation 

. of these acts of obstruction, . . . reserv- 
ing to themselves to collaborate for the pro- 
tection of foreign shipping and for the main- 
tenance of free access to the port of Tientsin 
should the Chinese Government fail to take 

forthwith action to that end... . 

The situation became even more serious 
on March 12, when two Japanese destroy- 
ers proceeding toward Tientsin were fired 
upon by the forts. Nine Japanese sailors 
Were wounded and one officer mortally. 





The result was, of course, a vigorous pro- 


test by Japan, although the Foreign Office 
promptly stated that it would take no 
action which could be construed as intimi- 
dation and that China as a whole would 
not be held responsible. It is likely, how- 
ever, that the Navy and War Offices are 
ready to take much more drastic action. 
Foreign Minister Shidehara, the strong- 
est advocate of friendship with China, is 
in a most difficult situation. 


As to joint action by the Powers, di- 
vided counsel at first prevailed. Japan 
and Britain apparently advised caution, 
but there is no evidence as yet that Amer- 
ica exercised a moderating influence. Un- 
der a decision reached March 15, it is re- 
ported, the Powers instructed their naval 
commanders to give both Chinese mili- 
tary factions until Thursday noon to re- 
move all obstructions. 


In the meantime, a further division of 
American destroyers has been despatched 
from Manila to China, warships of other 
nations have been concentrated, and the 
Japanese Rear Admiral Nogana has been 
ordered to Tientsin with carte blanche to 
act in any emergency. As ranking naval 
officer, he will command not only the Ja- 
panese, but also other foreign vessels in 
the event of joint action. 


The situation is a major crisis. For 
months the thought of coercing China has 
been discarded in the realization that 
there are no nerve centers to paralyze, 
localized force would be futile, and the re- 
action almost inevitably be a violent anti- 
foreign wave of resentment. Now, how- 
ever, it would seem that Washington and 
the other capitals are willing to establish 
a new precedent which can scarcely do 
other than lead to unlimited future 
threats of force as the obsolete treaties 
continue to be violated or unfulfilled. 


RAYMOND T. RICH. 
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The Geneva Crisis 


HE CONTROVERSY over additional 

permanent Council seats at Geneva 
has degenerated into nationalistic rivalry 
of the most unblushing sort, threatening 
not only to destroy the results of Locarno 
and consequently to upset the Cabinets of 
at least three countries, but also to wreck 
the League itself. 


It has been hinted, so far unofficially, 
that if Germany, which has been rather 
lukewarm about League membership, 
withdraws her application now, she will 
not apply again. The handicap under 
which the League has labored in dealing 
with European affairs without Germany 
in its councils may be measured by the 
satisfaction expressed in all quarters over 
her expected entrance. 


Amid the contradictory rumors, the 
charges and countercharges which make 
up the news from Geneva, it is difficult to 
determine exactly what is going on. The 
stand taken by the French and British 
premiers in backing Poland’s demand for 
a permanent Council seat has lent color 
to the report of a secret agreement made 
at Locarno with the Poles. After more 
than a week of attempts at compromise, 
both the French and the Germans had ap- 
parently agreed to a solution whereby 
Sweden and Czechoslovakia would both 
resign their temporary seats, thus en- 
abling the Assembly to elect Poland and 
a former neutral in their stead. But now 
the Brazilian delegate threatens to wreck 
the whole scheme by reiterating his in- 
tention to veto Germany’s entrance into 
the Council unless Brazil receives a per- 
manent seat at the same time. 


The spectacle of these responsible 
statesmen jeopardizing the results of Lo- 
carno in an undignified squabble over na- 
tional prestige may well dishearten those 
who hoped for a new era of cooperation 
in. Europe. Apparently, however, both 
Briand and Stresemann have finally seen 
the handwriting on the wall. Meanwhile, 
the Assembly’s committee on admissions 
last week voted unanimously in favor of 
Germany’s admission to the League.* 


R. B.-W. 





Notes 


ECRETARY KELLOGG has given no 
indication of the policy he intends to 
pursue in regard to publication of the 
texts of the notes exchanged between this 
country and Mexico, requested by the 
Senate (March 6), and the public remains 
as much in the dark as ever. Meanwhile 
Senator King has proposed a resolution 
asking for all protests on file in the State 
Department respecting alleged “outrages” 
suffered by American citizens as well as 
* As we go to press, it seems likely that the Assembly will 


adjourn until September without voting either on Germany’s 
admission or on the enlargement of the Council. 
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the correspondence since 1910 covering 
American grievances. Some light jg 
promised, however, in the announcement 
that Mexico will publish the complete 
texts of the regulations for the new lang 
and petroleum laws within the next fey 
days. It is confidently stated by Mexig 
that the regulations will show that therm 
is little or no cause for anxiety on the par 
of American investors. 


The alarmist reports of impending rey. 
olution, circulated by General Estrada on 
the Pacifie coast and featured in the 
American press, fell flat in Mexico. Es 
trada, former leader of the anti-Obregoy 
forces in the west, is apparently take 
seriously only on this side of the Mexi. 
can border. 





Profiting by their presence at Geneva 
in connection with the meetings of the 
League Council and Assembly, a number 
of leading international jurists have been 
discussing the Senate reservations to the 
United States’ adherence to the World 
Court. The discussion is informal and 
unofficial, and in no sense a League in 
quiry, since the American reservations 
have not been submitted to the League 
The reservation causing most concern t 
League members is the one prohibiting 
the Court from giving an advisory opin 
ion on a subject in which the United 
States has or claims an interest, unless 
the United States consents. 





The Franco-Turkish accord of Febru 
ary, 1926, signed at Angora by M. de Jow 
venel, French High Commissioner t 
Syria, will not be ratified by France, un 
less or until three clauses of major im 
portance have been altered: (1) Recipro 
cal neutrality, instead of being uncondi 
tional, must be subjected to French reser. 
vations due to obligations imposed by Ar 
ticle XVI of the League Covenant; (2) 












free movement of Turkish troops on th 
Bagdad railway will not be allowed fo 
purposes of aggression; (3) it is to bk 
made clear that the arbitration clause 
are to cover boundary disputes, excludef 
by a peculiarity in the wording of th 
original text. 





Negotiations to draw up a Polish-R 
sian trade treaty are to begin shortly 
Moscow and will be completed in Wa 
saw. Poland accorded full recognition t 
the Soviet government in March, 1921. 





Opium As An International Problem, T 
Geneva Conferences, by W. W. Wi 
loughby, 1925, Baltimore, Johns Hog 
kins Press. An admirable study of th 
opium problem, important because oi 
its presentation of the Geneva Confe 
ences from the Chinese point of view 
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